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iNTHF.CliAllMS: 

1 - (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element, and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position through an unlocked position 
to a release position wherein itths release mechanism unlatches the latch, the control element 
having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuahT e aehia t ahle element does 
not cause unlatching and an unlocked condition at which during an initial movement of the 
manually actuahlcactoatabfc element, the release mechanism achieves the unlocked position, and 
during subsequent movement of the manually actuahleaetoatd element, the release mechanism 
achieves the release position, the release mechanism comprising a release link having an 
abutment operable to move a latch release element, movement of the release mechanism with the 
control element in the unlocked condition causes the abutment to move in a first path, and 
movement of the release mechanism with the control clement in the locked condition causes the 
abutment to move in a second path, differing from the first path, in which the first path passes 
through a n&t pu&iLiuiithe unlocked position of the latch release ftlftmfln t, whsrein a part nf thp. 
release mechanism is retained in rh<», rear pnririnn hy a rrmtrnl pawl to prnvirte fnr th* WVi*H 

■conriiiton, 

2. (CANCELLED) 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AThe latch arrangement as defined in claim 1 in which 
when the control element is in the locked condition, actuation of the manually actuable element 
moves the abutment, but the abutment does not move the latch release element. 


4. 


(CANCELLED) 
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5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AThe latch arrangement as defined in claim 1 in which the 
release link is operably movable by a release lever. 

6. (CANCELLED) 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AXhe latch arrangement as defined in etanT^-felaimJ. in 
which the. inrfc*H rnnHitinn ran flHriifmnfliiy iv> pmv^R/i hy sa id part of the release mechanism 
ishcing retained by magnetic attraction. 

8. (CANCELLED) 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A 1au.1i Aiiaiig cm eul as defined in chrirn 6 in whiihA Jatch 
arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuahle element, and a control element, the 
latch being operahle to releasahly retain a striker in use, the release mec hanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually amiable element frnm a rest position through an unlocked position , 
to a release position wherein the manually amiable, element unlatches tho. latch, thA r^tml 

element having a locked condition nt whinh actuation of the manually actuahle element does not 
cause, unlatching and an unlocked condition at which during an initial movement of the manually 
actiiable element) the release mechanism achieves the unlocked position, and during subsequent 
movement of the manually acftiahle element, the release mechanism achieve*: t he cslsase 
position the release mechanism comprising a release link having an abutment operable to move 
a latch release element, movement of the release mechanism with the control elemenr in ihe 
unlocked condition causes the abutment to move in a first path, and movement of the release 
mechanism with The control element in the locked condition causes the abnt ment to move in a 
.second path, differing from the first path, in which the first path passes through the unlocked 
position of the latch release element, wherein a part of ihe release mechanism is retained in Jfa 
rest position bv the control clement ro provide for the locked condition and s aid pan of the 
release mechanism is a lock/unlock lever which is retained in a first position when the control 
element is in ftsthe. locked condition and is allowed to be moved to a second position when the 
control element is in rtsihe unlocked condition. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AThe latch arrangement as defined in claim 9 in which the 
lock/unlock lever is connected to the release link by a connector. 

1 1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AThc latch arrangement as defined in claim 10 in which the 
lock/unlock lever, connector and release link substantially move in unison during said initial 
movement of the manually actuable element. 
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12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AXta latch arrangement as defined in claim 1 1 in which the 
lock/unlock lever, connector and release link rotate about a pivot during said initial movement 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) AThe latch arrangement as defined in claim 12 in which the 
pivot mounts the lock/unlock lever on a chassis of the latch arrangement. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) ATh ft latch arrangement as defined in claim 12 in which the 
lock/unlock lever remains stationary during said subsequent movement of the manually actuable 
element 


15-16. (CANCELLED) 
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17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latdi airarigcTncnt <u> defin e d in claim 16 A_lalch 

flrrnngp.m^nt comprising; 

a latfth. a release mechanism a manually ar.mablp. ftlpfflftnt and a control element , the 
latch hftinp operable to releasftbly retain a striker in use, the release merhank m being eapable of 
hflinp moYfiri hv fhe manually actiiahle element from a rear position through an unlocked position 
to a release position wherein me talea&B mechanism unlatches the larch th<*. control element 

having a lOCked condition nt Which actuation Of the manually actiiahle element does nor cansg 
unlatching and an linlortffid rendition at which during an initial mo v ement nf the manually 
actnahlR filemfttH Ihfi release mechanism achieves the unlocked position, and during .subsequent 
movement of the manually acmahle element the rclcflftr* m^iftn thieves the release 
Position, the release mechanism comprising a release link havin g an ahnrrnent operable to move 
a. latch please element, movement of t he release mechanism with the control element in the 
nnlooVrd OOnrllllOn Pauses the abuUmanl I* move in a first path , and move m ent of the release 
mec hanism With thft control element in the locked rondilioTi causes the ahntmcnt to move in a 
second path, differing from the first path , in w h ich the first path passes through the unlocked 

position of the latch re l ease element , whmMn the release mechanism is d esi gn ed to re turn to the 
rest nosition from the, release, position upon release of the manually aomahl c element *"d the 
release mechanism is biased to the rest position h y resilient member n rwfrid l the resilient means 

include s memhor including a first resilient member -means biasing the release mechanism to the 
unlocked position from the released position and a second resilien t member means biasing the 
reJease mechanism to the rest position from the nnfac fc unlocked position. 
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1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch arrangement as ivni . nl hi cfeam I comprising- 

a latch, a release mcchanisn^ a manually armanle element , and a control element ihe 
latch hfting operahTe to releasahly retain a striker m ,,<^ the release mechanism hefng capable of 
being moved hv the manually actnahTe element fmm « rest position thronoh an un loved position 
to a release position whfifftin the, release mechanism nnlarchps ihe latch , the control element 
bavin? a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actnahle element does not came 
unlatching and an unlocked condition at which rinring an initial mnvemRnt nf the manually 

aciuablfi element, the release mechanism achieves the unlocked position , and dmW subsequent 
movement of the manually actnnhle element , the release mechanism achieves the release 
position, the release mechanism comprising n release link having an ahilllPjSPi Operable tn move. 
a latch release element, movement of the release! mechani sm with the control element in tfrfl 
Unlocked CQDdiliOn causes the ablltmCJll to m ove in a fli^t path, and mnwmftnt of the release 
mechanism with the control element in the locked condition causes the abutment to move in a 
seco nd path, differing from the first path, in which the first pnth pass^ through the unjonjegd 
position of the latch r e le a se element , whenrd x L m wl i idi the latch is further movable between a 
latched and released position by a powered r elease d release actuator. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A-XheJatch arrangement as defined in claim 1 in which the 
control element is movable between the locked and unlocked conditions by manual operation of 
a coded security device* 
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20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element, and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position through an unlocked position 
to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the release mechanism 
comprising a release link having an abutment movable along first and second paths and operable 
to move a latch release element, the first and second paths being different, the control element 
having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable element moves the 
abutment along the second path and does not cause unlatching of the latch and an unlocked 
condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the abutment 
moves along the first path generally arcuately so that the release mechanism achieves the 
unlocked position and during subsequent movement of the manually actuable element, the 
abutment moves along the first path generally linearly so that the release mechanism achieves the 
release position wherein a part nf thft miasm niR^hflnism k reining In the* rrxt pngitinn hy a 

control pawl tn pmaiite for the, locked condition. 
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21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuabie element and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuabie element from a rest position along a first path through an 
unlocked position to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the 
control element having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuabie element 
moves the release mechanism along a second path that does not cause unlatching of the latch and 
an unlocked condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuabie element, the 
release mechanism moves along the first path and achieves the unlocked position and during 
subsequent movement of the manually actuabie element, the release mechanism achieves the 
release position in which a part of the release mechanism is held in the rest position by a magnet 
of the control element when the control element is in the locked condition thereby preventing the 
release mechanism from moving to the release position, and in which said part of the release 
mechanism is not held in the rest position by the magnet when the control element is in the 
unlocked condition, thereby allowing the release mechanism to move to the release position* 
wherein the locked condition cm adfUrirmally he provided hy fri<> part nf thft release mechanism 
being mTflitwl in the r&.M posfrinn hy a mntml pnwl tn prnviH* fnr the Ireked rnnHiHnn 
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22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A latch for a vehicle door comprising: 
a manually actuable clement; 

a release mechanism movable by the said manually actuable element from a rest position 
through an unlocked position to a release position wherein it said EClcasfi mechanism unlatches 
said_the latch, said release mechanism comprises a release link having an abutment operable to 
move along a first path aligned with sakLa latch release clement and a second path mis-aligned 
with a, said latch release element, wherein movement of said abutment along said first path is 
different than movement of said abutment along said second path; and 

a control element having a locked condition at which actuation of said manually actuable 
element does not cause unlatching of said latch and an unlocked condition where initial 
movement of said manually actuable element causes said abutment of said release link to align 
with the said lafrti release element such that during subsequent movement of said manually 
actuable element, said release mechanism is moved to said release pnaitin n, whAmin part of said 
relfiasft mechanism is retained in said rest position hy a control pawl to. provide for said locked 
condition, 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch as recited in claim 22, wherein said release 
mechanism further comprises a lock arm pivotal about a first pivot when said control element is in 
said unlocked condition, and said lock arrrus fixed when said control element is in said locked 
condition. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch as recited in claim 23, wherein said release link is 
movable along said first path into alignment with saidJatch release element with said lock arm 
pivotal about said first pivot, and movable along said second path into a mis-aligned position with 
said Inich release element when said lock arm is fixed. 
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25. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The latch as recited in claim 22, wherein said control 
clement comprises a magnet 

26. (CANCELLED) 

27. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The latch as recited in claim 22, further comprising a 
biasing member biasing said release mechanism toward said rest position. 

28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The latch as recited in claim 22, wherein a portion of said 
first path is transverse to said second path. 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch as recited in claim 22, wherein said first path 
includes an arcuate portion and a linear portion parallel t o n riiirarirm nf movement of saidJatch 
release element 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The latch as recited in claim 22, wherein said fir$t path 
includes a component transverse to said second path and a component substantially parallel to said 
second path. 

31. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The latch as recited in claim 22, wherein said first path 
includes an arcuate portion and a linear portion with the arcuate portion being transverse with the 
linear portion. 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch_jramgemetf as recited in claim 1, wherein a 
portion_of said first path is transverse to said second path. 
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33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch fltr»n gf »m<>nt a* recited in claim 1, wherein said 
first path includes an arcuate portion and a linear portion parallel to a direction of movement of said 
release element. 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch armngemfinL-as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
first path includes a component transverse to said second path and a component substantially 
parallel to said second path. 

35. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The latch arrangrimonT as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
first path includes an arcuate portion and a linear portion with the arcuate portion being transverse 
with the linear portion. 


12 


PAGE 12/25 ' RCVDAT 12/6/2005 2:57:39 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 1 DNIS:2738300* CSID:1 2489888363 » DURATION (mm-ss):05-14 


12/06/2005 TUE 15:03 FAX 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 


1013/025 


Serial No, 10/024,915 
60130-1295; 01MRA0074 

36, (NEW) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element, and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasabiy retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position through an unlocked position 
to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the release mechanism 
comprising a release link having an abutment movable along first and second paths and is 
operable to move a latch release element, the first and second paths being different, the control 
element having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable element moves 
the abutment along the second path and does not cause unlatching of the latch and an unlocked 
condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the abutment 
moves along the First path generally arcuately so that the release mechanism achieves the 
unlocked position and during subsequent movement of the manually actuable element* the 
abutment moves along the first path generally linearly so that the release mechanism achieves the 
release position, wherein a part of the release mechanism is retained in the rest position by the 
control clement to provide for the locked condition and said part of the release mechanism is a 
lock/unlock lever which is retained in a first position when the control clement is in the locked 
condition and is allowed to be moved to a second position when the control element is in the 
unlocked condition. 
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37. (NEW)A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element, and a control element, the 
latch being operable to relea&ably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position through an unlocked position 
to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the release mechanism 
comprising a release link having an abutment movable along first and second paths and operable 
to move a latch release clement, the first and second paths being different, the control clement 
having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable element moves the 
abutment along the second path and does not cause unlatching of the latch and an unlocked 
condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the abutment 
moves along the first path generally arcuately so that the release mechanism achieves the 
unlocked position and during subsequent movement of the manually actuable clement, the 
abutment moves along the first path generally linearly so that the release mechanism achieves the 
release position, wherein the release mechanism is designed to return to the rest position from the 
release position upon release of the manually actuable element and the release mechanism is 
biased to the rest position by a resilient member in which the resilient member includes a first 
resilient member biasing the release mechanism to the unlocked position from the release 
position and a second resilient member biasing the release mechanism to the rest position from 
the unlocked position. 
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38. (NEW) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element, and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position through an unlocked position 
to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the release mechanism 
comprising a release link having an abutment movable along first and second paths and operable 
to move a latch release element, the first and second paths being different, the control element 
having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable clement moves the 
abutment along the second path and does not cause unlatching of the latch and an unlocked 
condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the abutment 
moves along the first path generally arcuately so that the release mechanism achieves the 
unlocked position and during subsequent movement of the manually actuable element, the 
abutment moves along the first path generally linearly so that the release mechanism achieves the 
release position, wherein the latch is further movable between a latched and released position by 
a powered release actuator. 
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39. (NEW) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position along a first path through an 
unlocked position to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the 
control clement having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable element 
moves the release mechanism along a second path that does not cause unlatching of the latch and 
an unlocked condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the 
release mechanism moves along the first path and achieves the unlocked position and during 
subsequent movement of the manually actuable element, the release mechanism achieves the 
release position in which a part of the release mechanism is held in the rest position by a magnet 
of the control element when the control element is in the locked condition thereby preventing the 
release mechanism from moving to the release position, and in which said part of the release 
mechanism is not held in the rest position by the magnet when the control element is in the 
unlocked condition, thereby allowing the release mechanism to move to the release position, 
wherein a part of the release mechanism is retained in the rest position by the control element to 
provide for the locked condition and said part of the release mechanism is a lock/unlock lever 
which is retained in a first position when the control element is in the locked condition and is 
allowed to be moved to a second position when the control element is in the unlocked condition. 
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40. (NEW) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, , a release mechanism, a manually actuable element and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position along a first path through an 
unlocked position to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the 
control element having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable element 
moves the release mechanism along a second path that does not cause unlatching of the latch and 
an unlocked condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the 
release mechanism moves along the first path and achieves the unlocked position and during 
subsequent movement of the manually actuable element, the release mechanism achieves the 
release position in which a part of the release mechanism is held in the rest position by a magnet 
of the control clement when the control element is in the locked condition thereby preventing the 
release mechanism from moving to the release position, and in which said part of the release 
mechanism is not held in the rest position by the magnet when the control element is in the 
unlocked condition, thereby allowing the release mechanism to move to the release position, 
wherein the release mechanism is designed to return to the rest position from the release position 
upon release of the manually actuable element and the release mechanism is biased to the rest 
position by a resilient member, the resilient member including a first resilient member biasing the 
release mechanism to the unlocked position from the release position and a second resilient 
member biasing the release mechanism to the rest position from the unlocked position. 
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41. (NEW) A latch arrangement comprising; 

a latch, a release mechanism, a manually actuable element and a control element, the 
latch being operable to releasably retain a striker in use, the release mechanism being capable of 
being moved by the manually actuable element from a rest position along a first path through an 
unlocked position to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the latch, the 
control element having a locked condition at which actuation of the manually actuable element 
moves the release mechanism along a second path that does not cause unlatching of the latch and 
an unlocked condition at which during an initial movement of the manually actuable element, the 
release mechanism moves along the first path and achieves the unlocked position and during 
subsequent movement of the manually actuable element, the release mechanism achieves the 
release position in which a part of the release mechanism is held in the rest position by a magnet 
of the control element when the control clement is in the locked condition thereby preventing 
the release mechanism from moving to the release position, and in which said part of the release 
mechanism is not held in the rest position by the magnet when the control element is in the 
unlocked condition, thereby allowing the release mechanism to move to the release position, 
wherein the latch is further movable between a latched and released position by a powered 
release actuator. 
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42. (NEW)A latch for a vehicle door comprising: 
a manually actuable element; 

a release mechanism movable by the manually actuable element from a rest position 
through an unlocked position to a release position wherein said release mechanism unlatches said 
latch, said release mechanism comprises a release link having an abutment operable to move 
along a first path aligned with a latch release element and a second path mis-aligned with said 
latch release element, wherein movement of said abutment along said first path is different than 
movement of said abutment along said second path; and 

a control element having a locked condition at which actuation of said manually actuable 
element does not cause unlatching of said latch and an unlocked condition where initial 
movement of said manually actuable element causes said abutment of said release link to align 
with said latch release element such that during subsequent movement of said manually actuable 
element, said release mechanism is moved to said release position in which said first path passes 
through said unlocked position of said latch release clement, wherein a part of the release 
mechanism is retained in the rest position by said control element to provide for said locked 
condition and said part of said release mechanism is a lock/unlock lever which is retained in a 
first position when said control element is in said locked condition and is allowed to be moved to 
a second position when said control element is in said unlocked condition. 
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43. (NEW) A latch for a vehicle door comprising; 
a manually actuable element; 

a release mechanism movable by the manually actuable element from a rest position 
through an unlocked position to a release position wherein the release mechanism unlatches the 
latch, said release mechanism comprises a release link having an abutment operable to move 
along a first path aligned with a latch release clement and a second path mis-aligned with said 
latch release element, wherein movement of said abutment along said first path is different than 
movement of said abutment along said second path; and 

a control element having a locked condition at which actuation of said manually actuable 
element does not cause unlatching of said latch and an unlocked condition where initial 
movement of said manually actuable clement causes said abutment of said release link to align 
with said release element such that during subsequent movement of said manually actuable 
element, said latch release mechanism is moved to said release position, wherein said release 
mechanism is designed to return to the rest position from the release position upon release of said 
manually actuable element and said release mechanism is biased to said rest position by a 
resilient member in which said resilient member includes a first resilient member biasing said 
release mechanism to said unlocked position from said release position and a second resilient 
member biasing said release mechanism to said rest position from said unlocked position. 
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44. (NEW) A latch for a vehicle door comprising: 
a manually actuable element; 

a release mechanism movable by the manually actuable element from a rest position 
through an unlocked position to a release position wherein said release mechanism unlatches said 
latch, said release mechanism comprises a release link having an abutment operable to move 
along a first path aligned with a latch release element and a second path mis-aligned with said 
latch release element, wherein movement of said abutment along said first path is different than 
movement of said abutment along said second path; and 

a control element having a locked condition at which actuation of said manually actuable 
element does not cause unlatching of said latch and an unlocked condition where initial 
movement of said manually actuable element causes said abutment of said release link to align 
with said latch release clement such that during subsequent movement of said manually actuable 
clement, said latch release mechanism is moved to said release position, wherein said latch is 
further movable between a latched and a released position by a powered release actuator. 

45. (NEW)The latch arrangement as recited in claim 9, in which said part of the release 
mechanism is retained by magnetic attraction. 

46. (NEW)The latch arrangement as recited in claim 9, wherein a part of the release 
mechanism is retained in the rest position by a control pawl to provide for the locked condition. 

47. (NEW) The latch arrangement as recited in claim 20, in which said the locked condition 
can additionally be provided by part of the release mechanism being retained by magnetic 
attraction. 

48. (NEW) The latch arrangement as recited in 36, in which said part of the release 
mechanism is retained by magnetic attraction. 
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49. (NEW)The latch arrangement as recited in claim 36, wherein a part of the release 
mechanism is retained in the rest position by a control pawl to provide for the locked condition. 

50. (NEW)The latch as recited in claim 22, in which said locked condition can additionally 
be provided by part of the release mechanism being retained by magnetic attraction; 

51. (NEW) The latch of claim 42, in which said part of the release mechanism is retained by 
magnetic attraction. 

52. (NEW)The latch as recited in. claim 42, wherein a part of the release mechanism is 
retained in the rest position by a control pawl to provide for the locked condition. 

53. (NEW)The latch as recited in claim 39, in which said locked condition can additionally 
be provided by a part of the release mechanism being retained in the rest position by a control 
pawl to provide for the locked condition. 
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